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A GuUNNERSs PravERr

(30D OF OUR NATION,
FRATHER OF MEN,

WE ASK THY PROTECTION
E’ER WE TAKE OFF RGAIN,

WE ARE FIGHTING THIS CONFLICT,
THAT MEN MRY BE FREE

TO LIVE ON IN FREEDOM

ON LAND, IN SKY, ON SER.

WE ARE FIGHTING FOR LOVED ONES
FRAR OVER THE SER;

ProTECT THEM, OUR FRATHER,
WHERE E'ER THEY MRAY BE.

MAY WE As 'PLANE GUNNERS
BE LoYAL AND TRUE

TO THE FLAG OF OUR NATION
THE RED. WHITE, AND BLUE.
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512 M= KeaN Ave
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¥  MicwEr” oPERATIR (Perwriwoen)
Lr. Dowate J. Fuwiw

# 1. Mission

%y Mission Dgxtk 24, 1944
ZELLHRAUSEN, GERMANY
FLEW “OLD BOOMERANG, A.C.™ 338950
TiME IN RAIR — 9 Hrs,
ALTITUDE — 22,700 FT.
LoAD — 38 100 ks: G.P Bomss.
TeMp. AT ALT. — Mivus 36°C
BrIEFED FOR 40 GUNS
ENCOUNTERED No ENEMY FIGHTERS
(Goop FIGHTER ESCORT
HiTS — ONE HoLE IN RIGHT ELEVATOR
My Brew TURRET PLEXIGLASS
Was SPRAYED WITH WRTER ON TRICE-
OFF HAwp RS A RESULT WHEN IT FROZE
VISIBILITY WAS COMPLETELY CUT OFF
THRU THE SIGHTING WINDow. WHEN
I TEsT Firep THE RIGHT Gunv FiRED
SeveeAlL Kouwps AND STOPFED.
AFTER R CouPLE HMovRs HYprAuLic
FLUID BEGAM To SPRRY ouT oN ME
FroM THE VicceRs UmiT. TFoRTUNAT:
ELY No TFiGHTERS EXcEPT OURS

l







1 A t 3§

ANR EquitMeNT FRoM Bewa Moves
~UP Te THE LINES. WE BemMgeED
By IvstRuments (PEE) THRY A fo-t0
OVERCAST.

EYTENT. Rort GuNS WoRKED TPER-
Fecriy TodAY 3 ;m‘_’{img! THE
Grove Gowg THRU AHES s
GLew vl O0ur SHIP Gor 13 Flfirs
HolEs [V IT.. WE HAp To TFERTRER
No. | ENGINE Bur Ger T Back
IN R \FewW MNUTES --IT HBD JUsT
RuN 0UT: OF FuEL WE WERE
. REALLY SWEATING oUT THE FUEL
. SuPPLY Te-BAY BEcAuse IT whps
REALLY Low. JeE MADE HN “IssvE”
To-pay. HE Gor "HysrericaL” ovER
THE TARGET AN WHEN WE Jiaﬂ
o FEATHER No.f EWSWE. o HE.,
. SNAPPED oUT o THa.  Ril 74
TREGCETS WERE HiT “DEAD CENTER"
== As IT WAy OBSERVED. T JEEN
A GeemanN. PLANE onv AN BIRFIELD
Hir AND Blown. To 0BLLy1ON-
HEAVY SMOKE AND FIRE WAS
EVERY WHERE. "THEY" TRIED TO
HiIpE THE TRARGETS wuTH SMoKE

__wm'ee— THE MIETH SER.

)

5 Mhssion “DECEMBER 31, 1944
HAMBURG, GERMANY

 To-ppY whS OUR ROVGHEST MissSton
YEr, WE WERE SENT OUT To MIT GERMMWYT
oIt ANp JET PROPELLED TFIGHTER
ﬁsseusn' racrosm ANp TEST FlELps
BT mmm WE WERE ASIGNED BS
ONE OF SIX AMIRCRRFT To FiY RAWEAD '
- OF THE GRoup AS CHAFF SHIPs TO
.._mr:mvkr THE :wmr Rapag. so

THEIR "Rex m" GuNs CovLp NOT

TRALK 50 WELL ON THE GROVP.

. THE TEMPERRTURE WHSL 46" C BElow
# zeRo.  We CARRIED No Bome lemp.
W BTTACIFED TFRoM BN RLTITUPE OF
24000 FT. ANP THE BeMBING WS
. VIsupL.  THE Fibx whs VERY

- INTENSE RND EQURALLY Aawﬁ'm‘;
~.«w WERE FBRIEFED FoR Jo0a Guns.

THE PLEX/GLBSS  SIGHT WiNDow

Froze UP Remw Gur NoT ENGH

. Te 0B SCURE wmd To AVY 6‘tmyr

 SEREENS, THE ROUTE was ALL ovER
No
. ENEMY FIGHTERS ENCOVNTERED.
 Goep P-S/ ESecoRT,  THE Time
 OF THE [MIssioN whps B Hovks,
. WE FLEw ovR owN SHIPF — "0Lp
 BomERANG" (A 329950)

- l




e B - MobperpTE, OQUR PLANE GoT No BAD

Y Mssion -~ JavuRRY 1, 1945
DavLenserg, GERMANY.

. THE WERTHER ON oUR FiED Awp
ViEvITY  THIS MORNING WAS THICK
RS TPER Sovp AND AS A REsSuLT onE
SHIP BLEW UP wiTH A Fult BoME
topp ( 3%~ 100 paunders) on Thrweorr
WHILE WE WERE ForMING WE HAD
B CLOSE CALL WHEN ANoTHER SRIF
ALMOST COLLIDED nTH Us. THE
PILoT whs BusY. THeE Co-FiLoT - who
ISW'T ORIGINALLY oF OUR CREW TUmPEp
THE  STICN JusT IV TIME,

. THE TBR&GET wWhS 0OIL STIRAGE
Thwks AT B SMALL PLACE ( DAULENEERS)
IN THE VicimitY oF TBRUNSWICK '
éﬁ,;we REALLY TouRED GERMANY To-DRY
~ FRom whY UP MNoRTH To ALL THE
_ wAY SoutTH. THE TFLAK whs

BRTTLE DAMAGES To-PAY. [ HIS WAS
- PuE To ExceLLenT NAvigaTION (v

| L

DevGinGg FLAlx Areps, Joe wewnr
“HAYWIRE" BGAIN To-DAY =~ THis ig
GETTING ss'euu-‘.r Envemy Hirerarr
i D IN THE AREA To-pav.
. JET JOBS RA&D ONE
’. _ws_mu WARITING
RND. m Y FER A TFienT whew
aUR “LITTLE BWbDYS" - THE PEAsWaTERL . ,
— CHPsED THEM OFF. (QuR TFVEL 1 =
SUPPLS’ wRPi QuITE uwﬂenm To-DAY W
WE NME A TIM‘ nm TFolk 7 Hovks
BvD 3o  MINUTES TobAY. THE
BeMainG whs Wisupe, I TRacrep
THE BoMBES Deww Awp SAW THEM
Him.  Qurs Fewe A CovplE HuNDRED
FEET SHoRT Bur THE NEXT GROUPS
HIT  "SMAck CENTER” - - AND THERE
WENT SOME MIRE oF GERMANY'S
ViTee on.

W FLEw “6LB BooHERA"AC 117750




5, Mission.  TRNVARY 3, 1945
KOBLENZ, GERMANY
~ OUR TARGET TooRY WAS MuMITIows
AT lKosiENE Bur THE FORMATION WhS
' SCREWED UP an THE &HB ﬂm WHEN
THE LERD SWIF GUT THEIR THROTTLES
Down FiR S0ME KERsow. “E0" (Co-prer)
OPENED THE Cowl FLBPS AND meeb,J

THE WHEELS JusT IN. TIME To

| PREVENT us. FRovf FLymng into Hirs
I wWAs THE oNLY 6NE BESIDES THE
- Piker AND  Co-ProT To SEE T

As I HAp MY TUuRRET TLENED
ForwArp. Ir GAVE HE A REAL
SCARE TJo SEE THE WHEELS
CoMING  Down WAY oVER GERMANY.
I THOUGHT WE WERE GewwGg Tb
- HAVE Te LAND BT FIRST,
BECAUSE THE FoRMATION SCREWED
UP  WE MAPE p BRY Kuw. AND
 WENT 0N AnND STRUck THE
SEcoNbARY TARGET — KAlLRopAD

M

o tImSSHALLING  YARDS  JusT AUTSIDE —— e
.~ oF Koglenz From AN ALTITUDE JANURRY 4, 1945 PRI
~ OF 25,800 Fr. THRuU A lo=10 ; = ——

- OVERCAST By [NSTRUMENTS.
. THERE ums_u’o Fear AT THE
. TARGET Bur JERRY nw m«a
uP  SoME Rocicers. THEY WERE
- THE First T HAvE SEEN. THEY
~ DieN'T _;_é_em.;run VERY Aceu~

RPTE HowEvER., WE SAw A
‘Jer Jog uw_azoﬂqm




Heavws Out »
Again; Blast
Supply Lines

m l’nr " -u;;l 1-:’ ;mio e
S
dlwum
thie nmmui !l'; n
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6. MissioN JANVARY 3,
WAXWEILER, GERMANY

I TFiew To-DRYS Mission IN THE
WAST FBECAVSE WHEN THE GRound
CREw REPARED THE HINGE on THE
DPOoR oF MY TURREYT THEY DipN'T
FiLE THE ENDS OF THE BoLTs ‘
SHoRT ENOVGH - FiNb BECRVSE OF
THIS L CoULDN'T CRANK T DOwWN
FAR ENoGH To cUMB IN. THE
TEMPERATURE wWAS Miwug 30° ¢ —=Not
QUITE AS coLD AS USUAL. THE FiAk
WASN'T VERY HEAVY To-DAY BuT IT
WAS VERY ACCURATE, IT SoUNDED
LIKE HRIL oN A TIN ReeF BuT
DSPITE AW THE NoisE T whs
SURPRISED To FiINP ouT WHEN WE
LANDED WE HPpp oNLY Twa HOLES.
ONE v THE ThAIL RIGHT BEHIND
"Hicik" AND THE OoTHER WBY auT
oN  THE RIGHT WINGTIF

THE ThRGET wAs To Hwocis

, (945

OUT  COMMUNICATIONS.

WE Hap B
Lopp oF 1z Soo LB GENERRL
PuRPoseE Bomgs. THERE whRS A
lo =1le  OVERCAST OVER THE
TARGET.  THE WERTHER WAS
"Lovzy" ALL THE WAY RAROUND
To-dpAY. WE Hap To Form S.W.
ofF Lonpon. EvEw 5o, ouvk R

EscorT whs AT THE KonpEvovs
POiNT " RIGHT on THE wesE

I Gor A SCARE WHEN 2 P-
§1'a GBvE ME WHRT I THoug
whs A HERDon ViEw OF ENVeny

FiGHTERS,  JusT BEFeRE I OVER THE CHRNNEL UNDER |
oPENED TFIRE ONE PULLED UP Soo Fr. WE Hap To Fulc

A UrTt€ pwp I couLp SEE uP  To Go oVER THE HitLs
BY His "ConTRAILS™ HE WAS IN ENGLAND. PurpTION OF
Go/NG IN THE 0oPPosSITE DIREC~ THE MisstonN. wae 8 Hes. Avo
TioN, I Fewr LikkE I Hap 1§ MNVTES.

IcE v MY VEINS THRUOUT FLEW “aLD BooMERANG" A.C. 33750

MY WHOLE Bopy.
I was

PER HAPS
P BT "TRIGGER HAPPY"

(R TR =1n-ﬂh3=ﬁﬁ$ﬂ E

-

“ To-bRY 'mo -= As w!-.‘ WERE BRIEFED
Foe. ‘F’:su'rse.s. ON THE whY
Bpew THE BRITISH ATS. GiRLs
FIREDP ABovT 8 BuRSTS oF )
FLAKN AT US OVER THE EnsLisy
comsT Too. Ber Db WE CUss
OVER THE 'INTERcoM™ LT whs
HowEVER, WARY oOFF To o0vR LEFT,
PERHAPS IT wAPS MORE OR LESS
A waARMING Bs THEY PRoBRELY
WEREN'T WRARNED ©oF oOUR
RETURN, WE chME BAaCKk




Javvary G anp 7™

INSTRUMENTS THRU A 10-16 oVEE-
casr  FLRK TopRY wWAs Mop-
ERATE Bur wWE SUFFERERP Mo
BATTLE DAMMGES WHATSCEVER,
WE HRD AN ExcELLENT FiGHTER
Escory AND SPw No ENVEMY
ARERRET:

THE GrouP ON OUR LEFT
DRoPPED oN B TARGET BEFORE
WE Gor To eouRs AND THEIRS
wAs VisvAL, I TRACKED THER
BomBs DowN RAND SEEN THEM
Hir RIGHT IN A LARGE Town.
A FEw SEconDs LRIEL TFirks

. pANIED OTHER Divisiews To 3 DIF-
. FERENT TRRGETS.

BLiNkep EVERY wHERE Tewn ‘meesl

N A SHORT TIME THE FPLACE
WRS AN INFERNO RND StoN
THE JSMOKE BLOTTED ovT THE.
SCENE. . THE MissteN LESTED
T HES. AND 45 MINUTES.

To-oay JoE pwon'T FLY WiTH

VS, WE Hrp A REPLACEMENT
WAIST  GUANER.

)
HE wms oM THE BpLL.
FLew AC 33PYso l

:‘7. Mission Janupry 6, 1945
WOoRMS, GERMANY  {Lusercsiaven ARER )

To-pAYS Missien wAs To fnecke
. OUT SeME oF GERMANY'S TRENSPoRTATON, |
OuR Lonp ConsISTEP OF JO  Soo LB.
G.P. BonEs AND 2 500 LB /NCw- |
DiPRY Bems CLUSTERS. WE 700 |
OF IN HoRRIBLE WERTHER SHGhn
ERRLY THIS MORNING. THE WERTHER.
SHIP CRRACKED VP ON TAKEOFF
Anp  BuRNED VP IT wAs olp
¥ 2ounp TRIP' — A RERL oLp TrMER.
THE CALIERE 50's WERE ¢ooKIvgG
OFF IN THE FIRE pND Gotve OFF
PLL OVER. EVERYONE, FoRTUNBTELY.
ESEAPED WiTHouT INJuRY, ITs A
LuckY THNING [T CPRRIED No Bomp
L0RAD.

THE TEMP. whs FREEZNG AT
GRoUND LEVEL HAwnp TRAT MADE
EVERY THING EVEN MORE MIFFIeuLY
THEN  UsuUsL. WE BoMEBED BY

11‘
‘*_”I' Mission
HﬂMM GERMANY
THe LoFTWAFFE WAs ExPEcTED
uP.  TaDAY — FAND THEY WERE,
Grour

JRNURRY. 7, 1995

Qur
WAs SPLIT UP RNWD IT RAccom

huciiLyY, wE
GoT THE BEsT OF THE THREE.
 WE Hap PN Escort oF T TFuirL
GRovPS ©oF P-51's — Sweer Eoys.
Enery TiaHTERsS WERE VP To-PhY
Bur WE WEREN'T HIT. THEY
ForLawEp THE STHER Two Lwisiw
Back To EwGuAND EuT THE Fen- |
SHosTERS KEPT THEM aoFE ( THosE
DEBR Bovs) THET HAD A REv
CALERT HERE RT THE TFIELD WHILE
WE WERE VP
WE HiT THE SEcoNDARY TRRGET,
JusT OUTHIDE oF HAMM THRU A
10— 10, OVERCAST BY P.FT  THEKRE
WAS No FLRK OVER THE TARGET

I T—



BuT JERRY THREW SoME VP AT
US oN THE wpaY EAck AT THE
GoAsT. oF HartAnNp. It was
wapy ©eFF To 1o oelock THo
AND WE GoT Ne Hits. We
wege IN ENEmMY TERRIToRY TFok.
oY 2 Hovrs To-paY (6 Hes.
on OXYGEN). WE CARRIED &
1000 lw. ‘Bomes.

To-DAYs FLIGHT wWAs THE Colbesr
L've EVER MapE. THE TEMP. WenT
Doww Te 5o ( C) BELow zERo.
ﬂl.rm MY HERTED SUIT Ireer
ME FAIRLY wARM —= L HMHATE
7o THIVNK WHAT woevlb HAVE
HAPPENED IF IT WouLb HAVE
GeNE on THE “Buwx’. My
OUTTER BooTS WERE AS SoliD.
A5  Fock WHEN I €BME 0Ur oF
THE TURRET,

WERE QUITE Celb guT MoT Eivough

To CAUSE AWVY DAMRGE,
FiEw AMic. 338950

MY Hanps ANb Feer

#9. Mission

!
|
|
‘,
|
o
|
]
i

b

TRNVBRY 14, 1948
MrcoepuRG, GERMANY
s Avorner "Coor’s TouR™ 15 wHAT
WE TFOUND QUY WAS IN STORE Fer &
. WHEW WE WALKED INTe BRIEFING HT ABs
3 oclacls THIS MeRNVING. TopARYS
TARGET, WE WERE ToLp, IF HIT WELL
weutn EUMINATE 16 Fa oF GERMANY'S.
VITAL OIL RESERVE. WE WERE BRIEFED
o To Heavy (#8%+155%) Guws
BT THE TARGET. Ok LoAp Whs To
__BE 20, 250 LE. G.P. Bomes, Boruw§
ALTITURPE To BE 2%00c Fr. AND. TEMP.
AT ALTiTUpE MINws 45" C.  EVERYTH)
waAs QUIET = A5 AUWATS.
‘Wg Fiew ur ARWND THE NeRTH JER Koy
—— BY HELGOLAMD. AND Pown THAU STETTIN.
WE WENT RIGHT EY it_ir.ﬁunmm‘ oF HELLIA
WIE Pasi€p THRU B NRRROW FLAK CORRIDOR.
BETWEEN Fewun -ANb BeRwENBVERG. f
Bu.un 15 RERLLY A HEWOVA B16 PLACE.
THEY THEEw uP RockErs As wel As FLAR






o' Go

=4




Bame By PEF WE cpreiEp 6

1066 LB, (EwErsL Forpose Bomss.
TeMp, wWhe Minue 38° C.
IN GETTnG INTo MY TURRET To-DAY

wHEn I PLLGGED TRom THE WASTS
OXYGEN SYSTEM To THE Baw's I
STARTED BEcoMING Awoxic -- THE
ReGULAYToR IN THE TURRET Han Be-
caME TFelozen, WE Hap A RePLAE-
MENT WAISY QuuNER —-~HE whs ow
His ToBs. HE GRagBED MY MAsKk
ANG  PULLED IT LoosE AND RE-
PLUGGED IT INTo THE LEFT welsT
SYSTEM AND TURNED (T on “ (80 %
PUBE. T <¢AME RARGUND O\, == AND
THEN WORKEL oN THE REGULATOR
IN  THE BALL ~ PounpiIng ov IT
UNTIL THE EBLINMER JARRED Loost,
MY MPpskT whas Frezev A LITTLE Too
guor T BRexE THE ICE UP BY

SQUEEECING IT. Purarion oF THE
Miscion whs & HRs. 45 M. — AL
25,000 FT. Firew AC. 338950

*

1z, Missien

|

FEGRUARY i e
WeseL, Germany  ( Ruoe)

To-baYs Mission WAS To Knecic outT A
COUPLE  HBRIDGES oM THE RHINE RIVER Juit
A SHoky WAY OVER THE LINES Te HELF ouy
THE GRound FoRcES: WE WERE Toup ¢ WE
coulp  Iwock THEM ovY THE GReuwws FoRies
woukp HMVE THE JERRIES TRAPPED WHTH
THEIR. Bactcs To THE RHINE,
BRIEFED Far

WE WeERE
le0. Guns  OVER THE TARGET,
Bux THE onNLY FrAak® I Shw wWas Aleur
Yo MILE BeHmp us, WE HAp
RA-DAR  JTAMMERL WiTH us Ta-DAY — PEL-
HRAPS. THAYT 15 wHY THE FLAK wWhl

50 INHCCURRTE. WE FLEw WITH THE.
385 ™ Bomg. Greuvr Terbay. THE
FleHTER  SuppeRy WAS FreM Unpa's
GRrRove Te-ppy -- I coviD TELL EY
THE ColoRrs. WE wWeRE oNLY. IN
ENEMY TERRITORN ABowT o Houk,

THE THARKET wWhS agscuRED BY A

jo-10TEL  QVERCAST So wWE Hap To




L Mission Femronsy 3, Jo5
BERLIN, GERMANY |
! 1 Nevem Feur ps *sices 0R Te BE
. TRUTHFYLE, HpD SUCH B SCARED FEELING
| LEEP IN MY STOMACH BEFORE A Mission
P I D THs Mowwg WNEN THE scesen
IN FRONT OF THE MAP wWAS RotLED vP
IN THE BRIEFING RooM AND I Spw
THE Mission. " THE Big B." u
THE. Mission WAS Iy SUPPORT oF THE
RussiBn  ARMY IN THEIR OFFENSIVE
 AGAINST  BrRLy. rmr nmstr WAS
COMNUNICATIONS JM THE HEART oF
THE cAPTAL. To BE Exnct, 0UR

. TARGET wWhs WRHEMSTRASSE ~AND
- As 1 LATER LEpRNED FlRoM. i’msa-u
. DIERS AND ToGGLIERS — THE NUMBERS
I OF THE HpUSES WERE EUEN GIVEN. \
) As WE WERE Taxying ouT To THE
RUNWAY, To TAKE OFF, WE ELEw
oUT A TIRE AND wE ALL WEKE
HAPFY FECAUSE WE THOVGHT /T
i W
woulD PELAY US ENOUGH To MiIss OuR Loap whs Jz 500 LB. Bembs
THE Rmp. WE WERE SADLY Mis- ((#uxep newpiARY CLSTERS, DEMI-
TAKEN HowWEVER. THE GRevnp CKEW. LITtonS, AVD DELAYED AcTIoN DEMs-
RusHED OUT AND MADE THE CHANGE | LiTtons BoMBS =~ — SoME DELRYED
. 20  MINUTES. Bs Muin AS B Fuue Week.)

WE FompED FRem AN ALT. OF WE Hep AW EScRT OF & GRavps
25500 Fr AT WHich THE TEMP. oF. P-s51’s.  Ouek GRove Had To
whs Mivos 45°c.  FLAK ovER Hit THRU A SLIGHT OVERCAST BY
THE TARGET TKEALY AMAZED V5, AT P.EF WE Ger NO BATTLE |

WE ExpecTeép IT To BE MucH HEAVIER..
IT WhAs MobERATE AND GUITE IN-
. AccurhTE. I GuEss Most oF THE

. HEpVY Gunvs HAVE Been MoveEp Awp
SET UP IV AN ATTEMPT To SToP
THE ﬁosmm- On THE WAY Back :
(we come By THE NeRTH SEA. KwTE GReufs OF B-IT FaRTS = AND.
WE Gar A LITTLE Fiak AT MELGO - Mix€p PLL OVER IN GRoUPS OF
LAND AWO SEVERAL OTHER [SLANDS —  ASout 4  ARoVE, BELow, AND To

DAMAGES.

IT Repwy Loowed L€ A PARRPE
OVER THERE ToDHY ~1?:¢(~:5r= Proow
oF ALIED FAIR SupERierITY. As.
Far. RS THE EYE Coucb S5EE To
THE FReWT AND RERE WERE

=t 4—'1—v—-—v—r-!-v-ll—l'¢'ﬂ =y

Bur IT DipNT AMoonT To Muck. /. THE SIDEs — PoStta. < su
WE WERE IN ENEMY TERRITERX . THose TPLANES KaAMING OVER
For 4 Hiwes, /v THE AR 9 H#es GERMANY AS  THEY PLERSE UM~

AwD IS MUTES, ON OXYGEN & ks f MeLEsTED BY ENEMY PIRCRAFT

. o



R T

R THE .a.wan,q 82
. nokzqssczn IN THE HERRT oF .
THE cAPTAL. 7o BE hwawﬂ.;sﬁ
TARGET WAS Ekthzuﬂaaan.. !25.
As 1 LATER LEPRNED FroM | _
DIERS AND TOGGLIERS — THE %awﬁ.
OF THE HousEs WERE EVEN Grven,
As WE WERE ThxYiNG ouT To The
RUNWAY, To TANE OFF, WE ELEw _
ouT A TIRE AND wE AL WERE
HAPPY [BECRUSE WE THOVGHT 1T




RAFTER we HAD TFlown JSEVERAL
Huworep MILES. WE CovkD §TILL
Looke EBAck® AND SEE WHERE
BERLIN whs. av THE CLowDs oF
SMolcE comwﬁ HIGH RBOVE THE
cloups. LTS R JIGHT ONE CAN

NEVER ToRGET.

L LokoMsier  REPORTED THAT HE S8
ONE  SWIP [N THE GRoup BEHIND Vs
SPIN  Doww, Hir BY FiAx THE
Tm WAS nwm. AND “ARE”
. Dreveep  His FIRST LOAD WITH “PERSoN-
A Tosck” Teonr. THE Lomo wns
1o 90 L& PEMeLiTioN BoMBS AWD
4 Soo L& INCINDIARY CLUSTERS.
- TimE W THE AR Was € N&S. 95
 Mwures.  No FiGHTERS WERE Ew-
4 “‘c.ovuttua ALTHOUGH THEY WERE
L&Y men‘o AN THE Bac‘n. WE Hap
LN P-Sl EscoRT - -4 GRrovrs,
~ (Fes ac 'ér)

§ weeks Training for Pathfinder --

crew!
4. Mission. Maxcr. 1, 194s
HanovER, GERMANY [I

To-pRY WE Flew evlt Firsy msmn
m OVER s‘ wssws --Tms TIME AS THE
"Bi6 poas” (As IT5 JoxinGLY cAuep
BY MRcRews) —WE Fiew THE Lepp
SHIF, THE PATHFINDER oF THE Low
Low SQUADRON, ouk FiRsT EXPERIENCE
AT THIS. ForR ALL oF Us. WE WERE.
BRIEFED TFor 160 HEAVY Guws OVER
THE ThRR&ET AND FIGHTERS WERE
EXPECTED TkoM THE SUN AT 6
o'clocic, OuR TARGET whAs A‘
TIGER TANK ‘F?\e'roi'.'(.,

AFTER NeT HAVING FLown c.m-r{
For $& LovG IT Fer LIKE T w !
STARTING AL oVER AGAIN. ,wez
WERE IN ENEMY TERRIToRY FoR
2.1':. Hours, GoiNGg IN IN Sournesw
FRANCE AND COMING  HOME By
THE ZuweR 2ee. Finr whs Qoﬂ!i

SERSS

:
i






THEM RAFTER

TURNMING OFF THE THE-

GET Bur THE O©THER SHIPS PRoPFED
OoN  OUR  SMOITE 39'\.1!“50 Tm!_r wh3
.1, WE LED SQuADREN
To~DAY. CLOVDS CGAME UF To

BoMBING  ALYITUDE N A MORE HAuY
FoRM  AND CONTRAILS WERE THik
WHicr MARE (T QUITE DANGEKOUS
BEcAuSE oF THE TERRIFIC BoMBER
STREPM. THERE WERE RPIRFLANES
EVER(WHERE — ALL OURS.  FLAN
WHEN WE WENT OVER wAs
MopERPTE  BUT BY THE T/ME THEY
Gor “ow us“ WE HAD "UNLOBDED'
AND  WEKE RELE To TAKE EVA-
SIVE  ACTiON — AND Just INM TIME,
BECAVSE IT wAS JusT "WALIING
UP" EBEHIND VS,

WE Lost THE REST oF THE GRovf
AND.  HHP To COME EACK ALONE

( ove Seow) Dewaws Fusr  RRERS
ALl TE WAy,

W5 Mission
. BeERLIN, GERMANY
- To-paY WE FLEW OUR SEcond Missien
A8 FPEF. cREw IN THE Geop sthr AL,
38747, Aamv WE MADPE HISTORY wWHEN
WE Toeolr PART (N WHAT WAS To BE THE
 LBRGEST MR Rap oM Beruw YeEm THE
EvTige ElaHTH Mk FogeE Hir AT Mhr-
SHALLING YRARDS IN THE NoORTH EAITERMN
__PRRT OF BERLIN WITH ERcH PIRPLANE
CPRRYING P Lopp oF B - 500 LG, INCIN®
. DIARY CLUSTERS PAND 28 - 100 LB.
G.P. DEMoLITI0N BeMBS.

—ce CLoUD COVERPAGE OVER ENEMY TERKI-
_ToRY To-pAY WAS -~ Excerr
THAT T JusT §° HAFPENED RS WE
. CAME OVER THE TARGET THERE WhS
AN OPENING WHICH ENAELED "FBE"

 To EBoMg VIsuALLY. ITs CERTAIN

THAT WE ”CLOBRERED" THE THRGETL
HALF oF ouR BomMes Faen TO
RELERSE FND WE Hap To SAWO

Mpred 18, 1145

10~ (o™

—

|

. WE HAD B cLoSE ONE  WwiTH VIS~
CUTY  Poor  wWHEN  WE CROSSED THE
~ BOMBER STREAM JUST AS THE Fiksr |
Dwvision | G-2u's) wERE Gowg 1w,
ONE  GRove PAsSED JusT RABouT
Yof - Soy Fr. ABOVE S,
8 WE KECIEVED No BATTLE LAMPGES
AT ML, UBTER, WE LEARNED How.
Lvery WE WwERE |, TFok THE REST
OF THE Grove HAp FakEL QuITE
 Bany, (ki ENovan - LosENG wowE
. HewEVER) GETTING BApLY SHor UP
AND  BRINGING Bhek WONNDED,
To-pAYS MisSion WAS MooRE's LAsr
- AND THEY FIMISHED uP ouar. THoy
WHRET A HRPPY BUNCH OF Beys. ]
To-dAYS Missioy whas To cur
TRAWS PORTATION S0 JERRY (ovuaw'r
MoveE EQUIPMENT To NEITHER THE
WESTERY OoR ERLSTERN FRoNTS,
TIME IN RIE WAS & Hes. 20 MV

BRIEFEY FOR |28 HEBVY GUNS.
Bowben FroeMm Zb000 FT.

!




MESSERSCHIMTT 264 JET
PROPEILED FIGHTER.

THe TLAK, FIGHTERS APPERRED, ME-
262 Jer Jogs, Awp ME - 163'S
Rocwer PRoPELLED FIGHTERS.  ABoUT
7 ALTOGETHER. THE FirsT owE

I  Shw whs " FisHivg ovr” A
Facs AT SoME Grovp EENIND US.
He ¢AME ALONG [ PARRBLLEL COVRSE
To ouks ow THE RIGHT JIDE WAY
Low, I  RRiEs MY GUM Bur HE
whs "ouw T covLDN'T JSEE DawN
THE SieuTs 7o I JUDGED, ANVD
F-(i}i; ¢ ¢"a.n§:‘.’,‘§?:a) oF ABWT 20
RouNDs. " |MMEpIATEYY HE EGRoxE
AWAY, THE NEXT oNE L SAW
wns ABauT loeo. YPS THE FIRsT
wWRS'T AN IVCH  OVER 300 YDS.
pwaY.) ovr AT Reevr Hizo Leve
Gawg ARounp To €. L "CHURNED
ourT" ABoUT 20 MokE RewNDS AT

MM ANp  HE BRoxE AWAY. ForH
§F These wERE ME 262's,  THEY
WERE AN O, AND DARK' GREEN

SN2 = 5o

Ty,

e ——————— —

Mageh 20, 1945
HAMBURG, GERMANY

| TeDaY WE WERE ABauT To FUY A
SELUB DUB" WHEN IT WAS SCRUBSED AND
ALERYED ToR A COMRAT Mission. WE
ATE  MooN CcHIwW ANp Topk OFF AT
tgoo Hwrs (1 delock) To THE OLE
STOMPIN.  GRovnps™ — THE FPLACE WED
HoPED NEVER Agawv To. VisiT,= HAMBURG
We were oNE oF 5 GRors Goig
THERE,  WE FLEw LEAD OF THE DIA-
Monp  SquRDRon  BGAIN IN  AC. 42786
THE TARGET WAS SHIP BuitdiNg YRARDS
ANG (T Whs  S/ts To ot
COVERED wnTH CLowps WwHIcH MAPE T
MucH BETTER TFok OS. Frac over
THE TARGET  AND AFTER THE
TARGET WAs INTENSE AND AccURATE.
- AFTER EoMBS Awny ( THE LonD WA
(8. GRY4.) WE WENT
(RiGHT THEY THE CENTER OF THE

HAs WE WERE Going THRY

CAMOFLAGED  cotok, AWD A VERY
SLEEI LOokiING AIRPLANE,  THE
‘co-Pitor  Spip HE spw 2 ME-/63's
hlse. MosT ATT ALKS WERE
DIRECTED AT STRAGGLERS Bur we
SAW.  NONE Go TowN, WE Spw
Mo JETS GET Kweekgp ovT  EITHER,
I Wit ShY HoweveR, IF I'd HBvE
HAD A BALL TURRET AND THE FiRsr
ONE L 5Pw IN. THE RETICLES, T
woutp “HRVE HAD ME B 262
MosT oF uS Ger SHeTs AT §oME
OF THEM ToP, BoTH WAKTS, AND
THIL, P-5i's (WTERCEPTEp THEM Quickiy,
ON THE wAY Back L SEEN A
V. WEnPoN SITE  wHICH Hpp BEEW
HiT Awp IT wWhs IN FLAMES AND
FullL oF EBoM8 CRrATERS.  Hewao-
LAND. ALso  HAD  BEEN HiT WE
(OBSERVED ON THE whAy Bacir,
WE HomuBEp FRod 24000 Fr. By PER
TIME whs & HRs. S5 MivuTES.
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18, Mission
. HAMBURSG, GERMANY

To-vRY WE LEp THE Low SQUABRON
To Our olp "Hor sROT AGamv, WE
WEKE BRIEFED Tor 280 HMNEAYY Guns
AT THE TARGEN

As WE LEFT THE ENGLISH CossT
Mo, 2 EWGINE Gat A RuNAwARY
FRor  Aup wAs PELIVERING BRegly
ENoUGH PWER To CARRY ITS 2ww
WEIGHT -~ 8uT Lr, MAYHEW PE-
CIDED T0 GO 0N, WE coNTINEED
ON. To THE TARGET wirn 3 Ewn-
GINEs, FLAK WBS INTENSE AND
ACCURATE, AND ONCE RGAIN, WHEN
WE WERE IN THE FLBK HRAUT
ME 26z "Blow Jogs" BeGhn
T0 STRINE AT STRAGGLERS.
THE JETS Dib NoT Kkwectr ANY
oF ouR AIRCRAFT Down. Na
HeavwEs GoT ANY. 262's EITHER
However. + I TIiRED ONE

MAR. Fo, }945

ENGINES CUT ouT AND BEGUN
WINDMILLING. THE PiloT LEFT
LERD PosiTion, WE WERE Losivg
ATITUDE FAST AS WE HAD

oNY owWE ENGINE LEFT, I
KPD VISiONS OF FLOATING ARAUND
THE NORTH SER N ONE OF
THose "BronrEn Pi6s” ( DINGHY).
No)s 3 + 4  PROVED owniy To
@€ our oF FueL (Muect To

MY RELIEF ), FLYING A Mop-
(Fiep “F° THE Tokio Thvr
VALVES WERE &w (ow TYPE)
To THE R0, AND HE HAD
FAILED To TEANSFER THE
GAs To THoSE ENGINES. Tiis
Wps REMEDIED AND S0ON WE
Took™ OVER LERD RGAIV,
Avo RETYRNED To " MERRY
oth EwGLAND.”

ﬁ

SHORT BURST AT A JET ABsur
jooo Yps. our AT ABwT § oclock
FRANK OBSERVED Hirs oMN oNE
‘BY THE ToP TURRET AND CHIN
OF OUR RIGHT WINGMAN WHEN
HE (THE JET) WENT OVER US.

OUR. TRRGET WAS CRUPE aiL
BT AN oll SToRAGE DEPOT.
HERVY EBLACK® SMOKNE WRAS SEEN
RISING FRoM THE TARGET, OUR
BoMB  LOPD  CONSISTED oF 42
150 LB, JELLIED GPSOUNE [NCIN-
DIARY BoMBs, WE BoMBED THRU
A 6 -10™ OVERCAST,

OUR BRTTLE PAMAGES WERE
FLAk® HOLES N THE $£oMEB BRY
AND RIGHT AILERON,  ONE
cAME THEU THE EBIMB EBRY PAND
A BemB  SToPpep IT. LT LEFT
A HoLE BIG PAS A FisT wevlp,

0N THE wAY BAck, OVER
THE NoRTrH SEA, Now 3 =+ 4




#19, Misston

3
Aemit 4, 1945
KIEL, GERMANY

Te-pnY WE MT Decks AND NAVAL

VEssELs ETc. WE carrigr € ~looo
L8. GEvERAL FuRPese PEMoLITION
Boniss.

THE TARGET wAs 10- 10"
COoVEREP BY AN UNDERCAST — WHIcH
wWAS UVERY Gued P< THE TFLAK wAs
Menvy, INTENSE PND AccURATE. T
DISCOVERED AFTER TAKEJIFF THAT
THERE WEREN'T Enough TLAK™ SUITs,
Hicle TRIED To GIVE ME HiS Bur I
REFusED, As HE woutdn's HAVE ANY,
I WENT ovER THE TARGET wntTd
oNE SMPLL, PIECE oF FLRKC guIT
(2 PiEcEs - BuT ONE HAD Mot oF
THE SrEEL fLATES Mg ). Mick
Gor THE ADAPTER PLATE on HIS
M/Gw  Devrp BY Fuam(n wed it

r
. Ui Bt
D-DoG Gor THE LEFT HoRizon-
TAL  STAREILNZER BLowN CoMPLETELY

OFF WneEw |7 RECIEVEY A DIRET

HiT: Mo ONE == AOT Evey THE ThIL

GUUNER. WAS HURT — AMPuING AS IT
MAY SEemM, I'veE SEEN PICTURES
Anrp HERED

oF JSuctt THINGs Bur
THIS 15 THE TFIRsT TIME I'D EVER
_SEEN IT. A ﬂNNI‘N/A'gﬂ::' wAS
FLYING IT — MusTALESKT We

LANDED FIRSY BND WATCHED HiM
COME  IM HE HBp To comE
“Hor" For IF HE Slowep Pewn
HE WeuLbN'T  HAVE ENOVGH LIFT
FrRer % OF WIS FEAEVATOR T¥

PEEYENT HIs TAIL FRoM DRorriNGg
AND  STALLING  ouT,

N

He epme
FAST , BT CoNSIDERING, IT WAS

A BEpuTiFuL  LAnNoive.

2S5, — Levt  Mustalesky
tecieved the DEC for that
bit of flying /

# 20, Mrssion Arrie. 8, 1945
PLAVEN, GERMANY
Tbmv WE MiT RAILEOAD MAR-

SHALLING "‘Fo DisRUPT NAZ) TRAMSFSR -~
TATIonN MORE, SoUrH oF LEIPZIG.
GoING (N WE TFLEW AT oNLY Soo0 Fr.
AUTITULE AcResS FRANCE AND THE
CAPTURED PART 0F GERMANY. THIs
WAS THE CLOSEST Look” I HAVE YET
HAD AT GERMAN TowNS AND SOME
OF OUR WORK — THE RESULTS, THAT
I$. SoME oF THeSE Townws — Dlg
Towns, HAD RABSOLUTELY NOTHING
LEFT STANDING, SoME, MoRE For-
TUNATESY HAD A COUPLE HOUSES
LEFT AND SoME sHELLs!  THE
THING THAT STRuck ME WAs, IN
ONE SUCH TowN WHERE EVERYTHIVG
WHS DEMOLUSHED, KIGHT IN THE
CENTER OF THE RKUINS STANDING
UNTOUCHED WAS THE GCITYS GHURGH.
I ALse SAW THE KPINE FRIVEE.







"l
Arric 1, 1995
- cE mw..m TODAYS  MisSionl, w'#'
.guu | OVER PND BoMBED GERMAN TER-

}’ORY WITHOUY  ANY  oPPOSITION oF
| KIND. WE SAW No FLAK AT N
 BMD, ALTHOUGH TIGHTER . oPPosiyon
4 "so, uz sawm ENEMY

ELDS, WE EONMBED FRoM 14,500
ALTITUDE  VISUALLY. WE 5pw
oV BoMBi MIT.  THEY WERE I
A PERFECT PATTEEN, AND WE
JUsT CLOBBEREDL” THE TARGET

: t2 500 (B GRS

FLEw AL — <6l :
WE SAwW ACIVITY WHERE THE mm
Lines Bae AGAIN = Towns BukniNg

-t

SHouwly THo  SOME HAVE T "SePr", - ovHERs ~— =




fza., ‘Mission ApRIL 16, 1945
Le Verno, France { Hok o Borbenux )
To-0AY We StRuck AT A GERMAN. _

HELD  ATtANTIC ComsT  Papr oF Flnnce. '6,.3,,45 AETER 120, Houes'
THESE  Ports WERE JUST BY-PASIED /v WE AW THE TFRENEH FLEET

THE INVASION ANb DRIVE IN  FRANCE, Iq‘m OFF SHORE OUT OF GUN
AND  ARE STILL (N HuN Hawbs, THE  RANGE, WAITING.

PLACEL WE BEoMBED wWRS RIGHT oN
THE Tw® oF A PENINSULPR  LEALING
INTS  THE FRENCH FPoRT oF Bog-
DEAVX,  WE BoMEED PL Boxes
WITH  Jooo  PounbERS.  WE CARRIED
€ oF THEM AND BOMEED FRoM
15906 FT.  Hick Avp I  whTcHED
THEM Hir THRY THE JUERET
CLERNGFF  HATCH. "Ase” JonE 1T
CAGRIN == THEY WERE RIGHT IN THERE
AVD IN. A PERFECT PATTERN,

We WERE THE Last Sqon. oF
THE LAsT Growe OF THE Wivg Ta
Go. OVER THE TpRGET WE
- WERE BRIEFED For 33 Qums

RECIEVED No FiLak. WE WERE
UG THE way" Foe A PutH
THEM. (ORDERS WERE — Mo

S A o et

Some Of The 87 Mote Famoaus)

[T?uddy .Dudd.y;:%g] Flak ‘FM

(Wi G Win] A
MiLlc  Wagan ] : z m Lp &J,%
shehara zadic| m‘““y% ;

O- Bk -V Ging =My Do 5
| Memenss Belle | | :;&'«-J.\,‘;-zas%
ple Qi Ml Ve Tastike Tay, Mebley Uomnends.
ache | Omyakinas Teuy, o Pong
Foorlauy Focdicle. 9o Stan D
Rowmdd Toih Tithet iy




O Hhis 18t day of A

C CONNATINNG WMIR ;

pr.  mncteen hundred and forty five, the fukle finger
of fake finds it expedient totrace on the roll of

LUCKY BASTARDS CLUB

Lauri K. Rauvtio °
6@1\ gunner on the qumq Fortress Oe Bumpaxg
for having Yhs da achieved the remarkable record of sallying forth and return-

mg noless than 23 bimes, for having braved ﬂ\c haun‘ds of Hun Flak,, for bring-
g to Hitler and hius cronies tons of be
back; all throvgh the courtesy of the B

grams in the mterest of Wb

bs, for bending the Luftwaffel
ighth A.A.F who sporsors these pro-
loving people everywhere.

& c.Q
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